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Introduction

The aims of the International Geoscience Education Organisation (IGEO) are 

· to promote geoscience education internationally at all levels; 

· to work for enhancement of the quality of geoscience education internationally and ... 

· to encourage developments raising public awareness of geoscience, particularly amongst younger people.

To meet these aims, we monitor international provision of geoscience education and foster communications between geoscience educators worldwide. We liaise with international and national bodies concerned with geoscience education, with international professional geoscience bodies, and with international bodies concerned with science education.

IGEO is led by a Council which is made up of representatives from each interested country. Council meetings either by email or face to face, occur regularly.  The day-to-day activities are managed by the Senior Officers, who are regularly in virtual contact.    

IGEO runs an international Conference approximately every four years, alternating with a representation at the International Geological Congress, which also takes place at four-year intervals.

In 2005 IGEO has been involved in three major projects which were begun in 2004 as well as its continuing role in promoting and supporting geoscience education worldwide.  In addition to the 3 projects described below the Organising Committee  for the 2006 Conference (GeoSciEd V) to be held in Germany is well on the way to completing their preparations.  

More detailed information about these and our other activities are contained in newsletters that are available through our website http://www.geoscied.org/index.htm  
2005 Activities

International Earth Science Olympiad
The group under the leadership of Chair Chan-Jong Kim, (Vice-President of IGEO) continued to develop its structure and activities plan.  A Syllabus Commission chaired by Professor Nir Orion from Israel was elected.  The IESO Syllabus Commission will decide the scope/content of the written and practical tests for the Olympiad scheduled for mid 2007.

The Syllabus for IESO is expected to be completed during early 2006.  The 1st IESO Organising Committee (Chairperson: Moo Young Song, Chungnam National University) was completely formed in September, and began to prepare for the 1st IESO in Korea. 

The 3rd Korean Earth Science Olympiad (3rd KESO) was held during summer 2005 and 1,000 students from Korean middle and high schools participated. 196 participants were awarded grand prize, gold medal, silver medal, and bronze medal according to their accomplishments.

IUGS International Commission on Geoscience Education, 

Training, & Technology Transfer (COGE)
IGEO worked closely with COGE in the following projects/initiatives:

1. Assisted in undertaking a world wide survey of the earth science perspective in school education. Table 1 shows the program for this initiative.

a. Questionnaires were distributed to representatives from as many countries as could be identified through IGEO Council, and IUGS representatives.  The questionnaire was promoted at regional conferences in Europe by Senior Officers.  The return date was mid 2005 but returns from many countries have still not been received.  Analysis of data is planned for January 2006 by which time we expect to have a reasonable return. 

2. Develop and maintain contact with other agencies involved in earth science education and outreach activities with the aim of greater dissemination of information to a wider audience.

a. A two way information conduit between IGEO and COGE has been established via newsletters and websites.  IGEO Councillors provide an important link in the two way transmission of information about and to their respective countries. 

3. COGE is supporting the organization and promotion and GeoSciEd conferences (next in Germany , Sept 18-21, 2006)

a. Sessions in the program will be devoted to both COGE and IUGS and there will be opportunities to display and distribute promotional materials.

4. Preparation of program submissions for the IGC meeting in Oslo in 2008

a. IGEO successfully hosted 3 education sessions at IGC in Florence.  With the support of COGE we are planning to build on this for the OSLO meeting.

5. Seek IUGS funding to match IGEO funds to support key educators from developing countries to attend GeoSciEd conferences and receive training in relevant strategies to introduce and strengthen earth science education and outreach in their countries.

Table 1
Program for the Second Global Survey of the State of Geoscience Education Worldwide

Deliverables


Milestones
Responsibility
Due Date

Create and distribute survey to identify several countries in which pilot earth science educational initiatives are most likely to be successful and why
1. Development of survey

2. Distribution of survey

3. Return of completed surveys

4. Reminder to outstanding respondents

5. Collation of data from returned surveys

6. Report to COGE 
C. King

C. King, IGEO Council, IUGS regional reps

I Clark, C King

I Clark

I Clark
Completed

Completed

10 May-30 Aug 

July 2005

Jan 2006

March 2006

GeoSciEd V

The meeting is planned for September 2006 in Germany.  A first circular has been distributed to all members and a website is active http://www.bgi.uni-bayreuth.de/~geoscied5/   We are hopeful that there will be a large contingent of European delegates as well as solid representation from the rest of the world.  An exciting program is being developed and we will be seeking support to enable delegates from the developing countries to attend.

Work Plan and Budget 2006

Action Plan Item
Date Complete
Responsibility
Budget
2005 Expenditure
Funds sought from IUGS

Plan and present GeoSciV, Germany Sept 2006
Sept 2006
Organising Committee

$7,500


Provide support for delegates from Developing Countries


May 2006
Senior Officers
$10 000

$5 000

Distribution of Newsletter
April,June,Sept, Dec
Bronte Nicholls
$500



Complete and report survey of state of geoscience education worldwide
Sept 2005
Chris, Ian
$2,000



Develop IYPE input – Geoscience Education 
1 March 2006
Chris, Alan, Ian
$0



Promote participation in Earth Science Olympiad
On-going
Chang-Jong
$500
$1000


Totals


$22,500
$8,500
$5,000

